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Figure 1. An optical microscope
image of the mixture of the cationic
and anionic microgels at the
air/water interface. The image was
taken after 55min.
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Figure 2. The time dependence of
the aggregation behavior of the
microgels at the air/water interface.
The images were taken with optical
microscope. The  aggregating
microgels were denoted with white
arrows.
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Abstract: We present an assembly of cationic and anionic microgels at the air/water interface. The linear- and
branched-chain like structures were spontaneously formed at the air/water interface by simple mixing of the
cationic and anionic microgels. We found that total microgel concentration, concentration ratio of the cationic
and anionic microgels, and a salt concentration were important factors to create the microgel chains.



