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Fig. 1 Soft particle Fig. 2 Soft step function model Fig. 3 Electrostatic interaction between soft particles
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Electrophoresis and Electrostatic Interaction of Soft Particles
H. Ohshima (Tokyo Univ. of Sci., ochshima@rs.noda.tus.ac.jp)

We discuss the recent developments of theories of electrokinetics of soft particles (i.e., hard particles
covered with an ion-penetrable surface layer of polyelectrolytes) with particular emphasis on the effects of
inhomogeneous distribution of polymer segments in the surface layer. We also discuss the electrostatic
interaction between soft particles. We consider not only the interaction before contact of the surface layers
of the interacting particles but also the interaction after their contact.



